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Question 1: Name an action taken by LBJ that suggested he would do anything other than what he did (re: “The Decision”)?

@WayneEmbrysKids Other than that he gave an interview to ESPN Magazine in 2006?

@amiSchwab ESPN Magazine comment back in 2006. “I don’t want to go ring-chasing…I want to stay with the Cavs and build a champion.”

@ScriptOhio Versus the Lakers holding out his jersey, saying on Larry King: “Of Course Cleveland has the edge.” Should I go on?

@paullev7 He told us he wouldn’t go title hunting, and that Ohio was his home.

@Faddoul4Real “I’ve got a goal and that’s to bring an NBA championship to Cleveland, and I won’t stop until I get it.”

@demeatloaf His first game as a pro. When he had the open dunk but passed the ball to Ricky Davis instead. I thought he was a team player.

@Max_In_Missouri NOTHING. Didn’t recruit for the Cavs, didn’t sign long contract with Cavs…I’m not even a Cavs fan but fuck LeBron!!!

@MsCleSportsCraZ Suggested that Cleveland had the edge on Larry King Live.

@SimpleeKayla “Cleveland has the edge.” We all know now, that was just one his BS lines.

@michaelfilice He grew up here. Plus, “I got a goal, and it’s a huge goal, and that’s to bring an NBA championship here to Cleveland.”

@AndyPok1 The hundreds of interviews saying “I’m going to bring a title to Cleveland,” then checking out in the Boston series.

@aroach5 At the Obama rally in Cleveland he got on the mic and said he’s not going anywhere. YouTube it, you’ll see.

@aroach5 Telling Larry King that Cleveland “has the edge.”

@TJK10PT4 330 tattoo!!! He has a 330 tattoo!!! And a loyalty tattoo!!! C’mon!!!

@lettersjon Nothing. I knew after the trade with Z that 2KingJames was gone. And ESPECIALLY after Game 5 vs. Boston.

@ejmaroun This pic came to mind: http://bit.ly/bEl0ji
@The OriginalAlbi The truth of the matter is, LeBron always showed signs of being against Cleveland and having attitude issues, we just refused to believe them until he was actually gone. He constantly played games with the fans and reporters of his motives…if he really wanted out, he could have at least told us.

@ClevelandBoy1 Him saying he was going to stay, to a crowd of people from Cleveland. I think it was at an Obama rally or something.

@repoocyaj Being interviewed at his home in Bath by Larry King…he could have gone anywhere for that.

@voies I will name one! “I know that the city has been through ‘The Drive,’ ‘The Shot,’ I will bring a championship to Cleveland!”

@eslatts He was born as a human, which suggests that he has a heart, soul, feelings, etc.

@kingFOX23 Let’s not forget that LBJ told Larry King, and the country, that Cleveland had an edge in signing him. Blatant lie.

Question 2: What’s worse, concerning “The Decision” – that LeBron did, or truly did not, understand how Cavs fans would react?

@TJK10PT4 He grew up in Akron, was here when Modell moved the Browns, and played here 7 years! He knew exactly how we would feel and didn’t care! He thought that Cleveland would end up looking like the bad guy. He doesn’t care how CLE views him. But he doesn’t like how the whole country turned on him.

@skiphop23 There is no way he understood how fans would feel. If he did, then he wouldn’t have gone on live TV.

@Faddoul4Real He knew and didn’t give a damn…just like he didn’t give a damn about Games 5 & 6. The issue isn’t just “The Decision.” It’s why he really left, because we would’ve won here for a long time.

@mearl2 That he didn’t care. Last few years were a joke.

@TaratheFoodie He knew…he’s just so arrogant that he thought we would get over it and like him again because “he’s so great.”

@WayneEmbrysKids It’s more that he/they didn’t understand how reactions would impact his brand and the credibility of ESPN as a “news” source.

@BriTTers_RN Tough one, but I’d say worse that he DID understand and feels no remorse. To not understand would just be pure ignorance.

@cre8ive_juice I’m not sure if he knew or didn’t know how we’d react, but in the aftermath it’s obvious: he didn’t care. That hurt the most.

@lettersjon Regarding “The Decision” I would say he must have been TV less during those times because us as fans are very hurt and know that!

@FlySince92 It’s worse that he thought we would love him more than we love the Cavs. But also pretty sad either way.

@jimiwall Truly did not understand how we would take it! I thought, this dude really thinks that much of himself!

Question 3: Prior to “The Decision,” did you imagine LeBron could talk knowledgably about steel mills, rust-belt ethos, etc.?

@michaelfilice He understood what it was like living in NE Ohio. Though it’s interesting, he said, as an Akron kid, he hated Clevelanders.

@aroach5 The only thing he knows is basketball, nothing else.

@amiSchwab No chance at all.

@roswellinvasion No one under 30 would understand rustbelt mentality. Steel mills closed before they were born.

@HenarisHere11 No. And he still doesn’t know what he is talking about.

Question 4: What’s the difference between “The Yankees Hat” and “The Decision,” other than scale?

@aroach5 “The Decision” was a slap in the face, the Yankees hat was him supporting his team. He can cheer on whomever he wants but he failed to do what he promised and be a hero. Instead ran away and took the easy way out.

@msclesportscraz “The Decision” was the ultimate slap in the face. The Yankees cap was just one slap in the face, “The Decision” was cruelty, which trumped the hat by far.

@Lettersjon Outside of the fact he showed zero class to his hometown he loved, and then said “7 years of joy”, it just shows how mature he is.

@SimpleeKayla I don’t care who he roots for, “The Decision” was by far the worse. How do you go on national TV and completely crap on the city and fans that supported you for 7 years without even having the balls to tell coach you were leaving?

@cre8ive_juice The Yankee hat confirmed something we knew: he loves the New York Yankees. “The Decision” revealed something we feared: he never loved Cleveland.
@nosko21 Problem was, we didn’t see the Yankees cap for what it was…a clue. He is a frontrunner. Yankees, Bulls, Cowboys, etc. Key indicator he was leaving in retrospect. Wasn’t that he liked other-than-Cleveland teams. It was that he liked winners. Now he can create his own dynasty in Miami. Why? According to LeBron, people in Akron hate Cleveland.

@michaelfilice Big difference between hat and decision. You are who you are regardless of hat. Thought LBJ cared about NE Ohio. Obviously, very wrong. Worst thing about decision was it being a slap in the face to cities and state that loved the guy. Totally classless. BTW, concerning “The Decision,” it was made when he ripped off his jersey in the hallway after the Celtics debacle.

@WayneEmbrysKids Ask Stu Scott, he’s the worldwide leader in not knowing “The Decision” was idiotic.

@TaratheFoodie The Yankees hat was like when you first think maybe your boyfriend is cheating on you; “The Decision” was when it was confirmed.

@J_Bell13 The Yankees hat was not a big deal at all. He’s not an Indians fan period.

@voies That hat was him being a kid frontrunner but he ballin’ for us, winning for us – we overlooked that, like a lot.

Question 5: Does anyone feel guilty for believing that LeBron was a reflection of Cleveland’s attempt for resurrection/redemption?

@nosko21 NO! I feel like a kid who found out there was no Santa Claus.

@lettersjon Only that maybe we let ourselves be in love too much. I think we just finally saw this as our time, but remember, “7 years of joy.”

@bobbyrued Yes, even more so because living in NEO, I grew up with LeBron as our “savior.” He was going to fix everything.

@JCCentCom No. LeBron helped promote that thinking.

@Faddoul4Real Yes because he’s the opposite of what we want our kids to be and the opposite of true Clevelanders…his choice was not positive except in Miami – not even himself, family

@rongraham1 I’m not sure anyone believes that. Clevelanders may want redemption, but we don’t get to be a different city.

@TaratheFoodie Guilty isn’t the right word. I feel like an asshole for believing in him so much. I thought he was loyal and really cared.

@WayneEmbrysKids The guy had a “Chosen One” tattoo. It was part of his awesome marketing scheme.

@michaelfilice Guilt? No way. It’s still just a sport. Guilt in C-Town should bee directed at allowing crooks to stay in office for decades.

@SimpleeKayla I do feel guilty. I thought, here is one of our own, an Ohioan who was going to finally lead us to a title. It would be poetic justice.

@NickyMac216 I feel foolish, not guilty. Because I believed that he wanted to win here.

@ddbennett21 I don’t feel guilty for believing LBJ was a reflection of Cleveland’s attempt to redeem itself…he promised he would bring us a title!

Question 6: Did LeBron ever ask for the unconditional love and admiration that we put on him?

@TJK10PT4 Asked for it? No! Embraced it? Hell yes!

@ejmaroun Does any athlete?

@tphaer18 Worst. Question. Ever.

@Faddoul4Real That’s a completely biased, unfair question. Did Kobe? Jordan? Durant? Bird? Magic?

@TJK10PT4 1964!!! 19!!! 64!!! He knew that we were going to latch onto anything for a thrill! Because it’s been since 1964!!!

@aroach5 Not specifically, but he always wanted to be the center of attention.

@repoocyaj By stating that he would bring a championship to the region.

@TaratheFoodie To be fair, no he didn’t, but no one does. But he loved it. Then took advantage of it to the fullest extent.

@FlySince92 He didn’t ask for it, but he definitely expected nothing less.

@michaelfilice Perhaps not in those words, but through his actions he definitely did. His vanity and ego required it.

@amiSchwab No, he never said it. But his ego probably wanted it.

@Cavalette23 Yes, when he stood on the Cavs logo at The Q, in front of 20,562, and said “We family, right?”

@sapphic_mac As for unconditional love: no athlete asks for it, but ALL want it and expect it.

@roswellinvasion He basked in it. You love your kin and he WAS kin.

@CTown_WUJU Is that seriously a question??? Go away ESPN.

@skiphop23 No he did not ask for it. However, what does he expect when there is a giant sign outside The Q, which reads, “We Are All Witnesses.”

@voies Maybe he didn’t ask but he sure took advantage of everyone he could, including us fans who believed him!

@WRIGHT3OUS Nope. We fueled the fire.

@HenarisHere11 Does any athlete? Welcome to being a public figure, LeBron.

Question 7: Is it fair to be mad at LeBron when fans ignored numerous signs that he would ultimately behave like he behaved?

@SimpleeKayla Because he is an Ohioan, many of us foolishly thought he would not betray us. He was one of us. We were blinded by our loyalty.

@TheOriginalAlbi I think it’s fair to be mad, we just should have started being mad long before this…we refused to believe Cleveland sports.

@sapphic_mac What signs? Media may have seen it behind the scenes, but other than the Yankees hat/Cowboys game, what else did we see? Seems like there was a pretty tight lid on LeBron’s actions and a lot could not be seen by the general public.

@FarRockGhost No, be mad at the owners, the coaches for not being able to contribute to a team for 7 years. Kobe would have done it, so would Wade. Remember, 7 years that guy carried a team on his back and it couldn’t help him get a chip; it’s his fault? Blame the team.

@repoocyai LeBron is from Northeast Ohio, there was a huge amount of pride in his connection to the region, i.e. pain in “The Decision.” The process multiplied the pain of ‘The Decision.”

@TJK10PT4 He had us believing that he was staying for sure! He made it seem like it was the media that wanted him out of Cleveland. What signs were there that he was leaving?!?!

@michaelfilice Call me ignorant, but what were the signs before ripping off the jersey in the hallway?

@Cavalette23 Yes, it is fair to be mad.

@amiSchwab People will always find reasons to be mad. The way he did it gives fans a legit reason to be mad.

@lettersjon Only because we demand honesty.

@FlySince92 Of course it’s fair for us to be mad, he crushed us on national TV with no prior warning. And Game 5 of the Boston series was reason enough to be mad, in all honesty.

@mhousej21 Probably mad at ourselves for ignoring those signs, but “The Decision” made it worse.

@ahl23 YES it is fair! There were signs, you’re right – most notably when he rolled over and died in Game 5. But a professional would have made a phone call prior to “The Decision.” LeBron’s talent is not above “two weeks notice.” It’s the same as asking “Can parents be mad at Miley Cyrus for dancing on stripper poles?” Her and Bron have a right to do what they want, but that doesn’t eliminate their obligation to their fans. Being in the public eye has a price.

@roswellinvasion What signs? Never heard the guy say anything but how this was his home.

@nosko21 Yep! We ignored them because we didn’t believe he would ACTUALLY leave.

@djmjrules Yeah. Watch the game tape. Tape don’t lie. Wasn’t in his best interest to win so he didn’t try.

@Faddoul4Real How about he did more recruiting Day 1 with the Heat than in 7 years with Cleveland by picking up Fisher at the airport.

@TaratheFoodie So if you see a robber casing your house for weeks, then he robs you, you should give him a high-five because you ignored the signs?

@MsCleSportsCraZ Yes it is fair. He led us on despite his visible signs he wanted out. We thought he was a leader but “The Decision” has shown is he is all but a leader.

@robertadamcek LeBron also gave numerous signs that he would stay. And if you compare his Yankees hats to him saying he won’t leave until he brings a championship, which sign is more likely to be the correct one? Well, in this case, he lied.

@phillips_st Totally fair to be mad at LBJ. His treatment of the city was classless. No problem with leaving, only how he handled it.

@skiphop23 I’m not sure ignored is the right word. I would say blind to the signs. Looking back we turned a blind eye to everything.

@ejmaroun We expected him to leave after losing to Boston. We did not expect him to hold a one-hour primetime special to do so.

@dsidesd The only thing the Cavs fans are guilty of is feeding LeBron’s massive ego. Even after LeQuit mailed it in to end last year.

@CLEVELAND_BABE Yes it is fair to be mad at LeBron. Again, it goes back to how it was done. He gave us signs he would leave, but never that he would do it so callously.

@kingFOX23 We should’ve all seen it coming. But every time he’d do something foul he’d reel us back in with a positive statement or action.

@voies For real I think a lot of us Cavs fans overlooked his actions and didn’t want to hear it. Just wanted to win. Now we see him for him! The only sign I saw was when he quit in the Boston series! Till then I had faith he was a man of his word not a boy!

@LicenseBureau Yes, but with hindsight we should have seen this and the Cavs should have as well, which is the big failure.

@TheRobMac Fans didn’t see those signs. The organization might have, but us fans didn’t see it. We gave him nothing but support. I have nine jerseys!

Question 8: Do you think “The Decision” is a failure of character or public relations?

@NickyMac216 It’s a toss-up, because he didn’t give warning and was shocked we’d be pissed. So it’s pretty neck and neck there.

@repoocyaj Yes because of the drawn-out process when he already knew his “decision.”

@ScriptOhio “The Decision” is a failure of ESPN stroking someone’s ego for ratings!

@adamichael That answer is easy” both. The combination is what made it such a big deal to us as fans and Clevelanders alike.

@piphdiesel Both, but perhaps better PR could have hidden poor character.

@roswellinvasion It’s both. No class.

@amiSchwab It was collective. Can’t stand ESPN.

@lettersjon Can it be both?

@kingFOX23 It’s obviously a failure of both. We all know his character if we’ve talked to a restaurant owner around town.

@bsebbio Both. On a scale of 1-10 his PR is a 0 and his character is -10.

@1stEducatedDiva Both, but I’ll split the blame 51/49. In the end, LBJ is captain of his own ship.

@SimpleeKayla It revealed who LeBron truly is, an egotistical narcissist who thinks he is invincible.

@Rant 13 I think “The Decision” was an awful PR decision based on arrogance and pride.

@michaelfilice Unquestionably yes, with the former driving the latter.

@aroach5 Both, he is ultimately the one who makes “The Decision.” Bad “decision” on both ends.

@SimpleeKayla If LeBron would have been upfront with Gilbert and the fans I put money on it, he would not be depicted the way he is now.

@LicenseBureau Character. Someone else with a different, more respectful character would have never held “The Decision.”

@KeithBMcGlothin I think it was another move at attention, and self promotion, that backfired and blew-up in his face! At this point, who cares?

@TheOriginalAlbi Both. LeBron doesn’t have a PR team, he’s surrounded by his friends telling him what to do. He wanted “The Decision” so did his friends. He loves the attention.

@SamHammonds I think it’s character, the buck stops with LeBron, he made the choices.

@alleycat216 Failure of character, even I gave Walmart two weeks notice.

@nb512 Both, but I would throw in failure of commonsense, respect and common decency too.

@mhouse21 PR failure for not realizing extreme backlash of announcing departure without first telling the Cavs and fans.

@sapphic_mac Definitely a PR failure, but it revealed quite a bit about his character as well. And what it revealed wasn’t good.

@CLEVELAND_BABE BOTH! Only a person of poor character would have participated in a debacle like “The Decision.” His subsequent failure to recover shows he lacks intelligence in addition to lacking integrity.

@Cavalette23 “The Decision” was a PR nightmare…a failure for his brand, character, and a TOTAL FAILURE in human decency.

@KillahKalam It was a PR decision…the NBA (WWE) needed a new bad guy. You know, that fallen hero…the villain we love to hate…

@scpttb512 Character, John Wooden said “Talent is God given. Be humble. Fame is man given. Be grateful. Conceit is self-given. Be careful.”

@robertadamcek “The Decision” is a failure of character AND public relations. The impact of the failure suggests so.

@BusinessRan “The Decision” = failure of character. He claimed to be all about winning and family. Turned out to be all about glamour and the easy way out.

@HenarisHere11 Both. LeBron and ESPN made Cleveland a sideshow. And continue to. How do we get over things when they don’t let us? It was a media disaster. He could have just said he was leaving since he knew he was. Then speculation wouldn’t have mattered.

@Kmorris69085 Both. Complete failure of both.

@SteveOpalko Character. Ego-driven arrogance.

@shaver27 I believe “The Decision” is failure of PR big time, but when things keep happening to LeBron and he sticks with Maverick, I blame Bron. 

Final thoughts…

@WayneEmbrysKids LeBron wouldn’t sign a statement that said he was against genocide (w/Ira Newble), remember. That’s AFRICAN genocide. Now he’s a civil rights leader because he called out a hillbilly on Twitter.

@WayneEmbrysKids Last thought for ESPN: you won’t be able to spike stories to protect him forever. He’s a jackass and he’ll make you look bad, too.

@SimonHannig If LeBron would have stayed, Chris Paul would have demanded a trade to Cleveland, in my opinion.

@CONCEDE I wouldn’t help ESPN understand unless they paid me a significant amount. They are as complicit as LeBron is.

@brettmdugan Why was LeBron able to duck EVERY question about his decision…but now feels the need to answer questions about Cleveland fans?

@siddfinch My question would be, why did ESPN put up a story about LeBron’s tweets and not indicate he ASKED for them? Hard to see how ESPN can be objective about Cleveland’s reaction when they demonstrate such lacking journalism.

@ScriptOhio Judging by the questions, it would appear this guy is going to write another “Cleveland should shut up” piece. Ask him if he’s using you to write another “Cleveland should just shut up already” piece?

@jimiwall I can say I’ve never been this mad sports related ever! I always thought he gave us our best look at a title no matter how he acted. I think the whole deal was storybook! I think they were going to sell the team before he came, everyone wants to win.

@J_Bell13 Busted his ass for our team. Do you realize that the organization gave him close to nothing to work with? The best players he ever played with were an injury prone Larry Hughes, choke artist Mo Williams, old ass Antawn Jamison and 36-year-old Shaq.

@keeleyobrien Just walked into a train station in Boston – outside the station they’re selling t-shirts that say “I Hate LeBron!”

@Faddoul4Real Why wouldn’t he speak to Izzo? Gilbert? Anybody? Why would you leave a team that won 66 and 61 games, and only lost because of YOU?

@MsCleSportsCraZ Bottom line I don’t think we can recover from this, how he did this is bad, real bad.

@Rant13 I think the decision to leave was unfortunate, showed that he wants to win now, with his friends, and couldn’t do it alone.

@bktwothree My biggest concern is that LBJ could have brought players to Cleveland, but never tried. It seems his biggest concern was IMAGE!

@sapphic_mac Bottom line: we wrongfully believed LBJ loved N.E. Ohio and wanted to represent us in the national spotlight. We were wrong.

@AndyPok1 At the end of the day, as a Cavs & NBA fan, I don’t actually care that LBJ left; actually intrigued with Miami. It’s the way he left.

@lettersjon I think LBJ didn’t do this to spite people, it was a selfish move to play with his friends. “More Than a Game” should have shown us all.

@rdwood If LeBron left without the TV show AFTER TRYING in the playoffs, I would have at least respected him. But he quit AND maliciously left Cleveland. Also never recruited other players all 7 years in Cleveland. Cavs could be a dynasty but @kingjames always news he wouldn’t stay.

@nb512 I have always loved the Cavs because they’re the Cavs, I never loved the Cavs because of LeBron.

@nosko21 In the end, we were all fooled. Our King was really a Prince who had no appreciation for those who had faith in him. He became cold and callous in a matter of weeks. He started to become more arrogant, speaking in the third person more regularly. Then he left to join another King, abandoning Cleveland in the most ungrateful way he could. Clevelanders know two things: we will live on without LBJ; something happened at the end of the season to change him.
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